
Year 5 Reading Spine

Author/Poet/Songwriter Focus

Diversity (Ethnic) Equality

Diversity (Individual Traits) Environment

PSHCE/Safeguarding Wider Curriculum

Wk Theme Unit Title Wk Theme Unit Title

1 Great Openings 21 Notable People Vol. 2

2 Life Cycles 22 Songs

3 Notable People Vol. 1 23 Rainforests

4 Songs FromMusicals 24 Novels Vol. 2

5 Nigeria 25 Frank Cottrell Boyce

6 Equality 26 Picture Books Vol. 2

7 Novels Vol. 1 27 Islands/Leprosy

8 Brazil 28 Space

9 Shackleton’s Journey 29 Circuses

10 Energy/Forces 30 Middle-Eastern Countries

11 Picture Books Vol. 1 31 Children’s Classics Vol. 2

12 Christmas 32 Poetry Vol. 2

13 Children’s Classics Vol. 1 33 Michael Morpurgo

14 Disney Songs 34 Children’s Classics: Peter Pan

15 Medieval Monarchs 35 Sia

16 Titanic 36

17 Poetry Vol. 1 37

18 Changing Materials 38

19 Kate DiCamillo 39

20 Beetles 40



Fiction Non-Fiction Topics Poetry Picture Books Songs

● A Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens

● A Girl Called Owl
AmyWilson

● Around The World In
Eighty Days Jules
Verne

● Artemis Fowl Eoin
Colfer

● Beetle BoyMG
Leonard

● Cogheart Peter Bunzl
● Cosmic Frank Cottrell
Boyce

● FloodlandMarcus
Sedgwick

● Flora and Ulysses
Kate DiCamillo

● Journey To The River
Sea Eva Ibbotson

● Jungle Book
Rudyard Kipling

● Kensuke’s Kingdom
Michael Morpurgo

● KickMitch Johnson
● Louisiana’s Way
Home Kate DiCamillo

● Millions Frank Cottrell
Boyce

● Peter Pan JM Barrie
● Private Peaceful
Michael Morpurgo

● Raymie Nightingale
Kate DiCamillo

● Running Wild
Michael Morpurgo

● Street Child Berlie
Doherty

● The Breadwinner
Deborah Ellis

● The Clockwork Crow
Catherine Fisher

● The Explorer
Katherine Rundell

● The Gauntlet Karuna
Riazi

● The Hobbit JRR
Tolkien

● The Island At The
End Of Everything
Kiran Millwood
Hargrave

● The Jamie Drake
Equation Christopher
Edge

● The Jungle Book
Rudyard Kipling

● The Phantom
Tollbooth Justin
Norter

● The Secret Garden
Francis Hodgson
Burnett

● The Storm Keeper’s
Island Catherine
Doyle

● The Unforgotten
Coat Frank Cottrell

● Ada Lovelace
● Beetles
● Cesar Chavez
● Chromatography
● Clara Zetkin
● Dorothy Vaughan
● Explore Nigeria
● Gertrude Bell
● Helen Sharman
● Heston’s Craziest
Recipes

● How Parachutes
Work

● How Solar Panels
Work

● International
Women’s Day

● John Archer
● King Henry II
● King Henry V
● King John
● King Richard
● Leprosy
● Life Cycle Of A
Butterfly

● Lillian Bader
● Liverpool's Links To
The Titanic

● Mae Jemison
● Margaret Hamilton
● Medieval Monarchs
● Mentos and Coca
Cola

● Middle Eastern
Countries

● Nigeria
● Pele
● RMS Titanic
● The Unsinkable Molly
Brown

● Tim Burners-Lee
● Williams
Kamkwamba

● Women in Antarctica

● Do Not Stand At My
Grave And Weep
Mary Elizabeth Frye

● Poverty Odimegwu
Onwumere

● The Highwayman
Alfred Noyes

● The ListenersWalter
de la Mare

● The Walrus and the
Carpenter Lewis
Carroll

● ‘Twas The Night
Before Christmas
Clement Clark Moore

● We Refugees
Benjamin Zepheniah

● Cicada Shaun Tan
● Greenling Levi
Pinfold

● Leon and the Place
Between Angela
McAllister

● Shackleton’s
JourneyWilliam Grill

● The Christmas Tree
Ship Carol Crane

● The Fantastic Flying
Books Of Mr Morris
LessmoreWE Joyce

● The Great Kapok
Tree Lynne Cherry

● The Island Armin
Greder

● The Promise Nicola
Davies

● The Wolves In The
Walls Neil Gaiman

● The Youngest
Marcher Cynthia
Levinson

● Way Home Libby
Hathorn and Gregory
Rodgers

● A Conversation from
Mary Poppins

● Alive Sia
● Be Prepared from
The Lion King

● Cats In The Cradle
Harry Chapin

● Circle Of Life from
The Lion King

● Do You Hear the
People Sing from Les
Miserables

● Elastic Heart Sia
● Eleanor Rigby The
Beatles

● I’ve Got A Dream
from Tangled

● Out There from The
Hunchback Of Notre
Dame

● Piece By Piece Kelly
Clarkson

● Titanium Sia
● Trains To Brazil The
Guillemots

● You Will Be Found
from Dear Evan
Hansen

● Where Is The Love?
The Black Eyed Peas



Boyce
● Twas the Night
Before Xmas
Clement Clarke
Moore

● The Wind In The
Willows Kenneth
Grahame

● War HorseMichael
Morpurgo

● Wild Boy Rob Lloyd
Jones


